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Abstract: 

The family is the cornerstone of any society. The extent to which it maintains 

stability and effectively fulfills its inherent roles directly correlates with the 
development of a functional, productive, and healthy society. However, when families 

experience conflicts and issues—ranging in intensity and severity from one household 

to another—disruptive imbalances in familial relationships and dynamics arise, often 
manifesting in deviant behaviors that necessitate intervention and resolution. 

The increase in family issues is closely tied to significant political, economic, 

social, and cultural transformations that have reshaped family structures. These shifts 

have profoundly affected all social systems within the family, altering traditional ways 
of life and challenging established norms. The family’s adaptation to these changes 

remains a critical concern in addressing the root causes of familial instability. 

Accordingly, we pose the following question: What is the socio-legal approach 
to understanding family problems?  
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 :ملخص

تعتبر الأسرة الأساس الذي تقوم عليه المجتمعات، وبقدر استقرارها وقيامها بالأدوار المنوطة بها 

هناك مجتمع سوي منتج وفعال في تحقيق التقدم والرقي، وإن كانت الأسرة على أكمل وجه، بقدر ما يكون 

تعاني من صراعات ومشكلات تتنوع حدتها ودرجتها من أسرة الى أخرى، فإن ذلك يؤدي الى اختلال في 

يرتبط وجود المشكلات الأسرية  التوازن والعلاقات الأسرية، ووجود سلوكيات غير سوية تحتاج الى معالجتها.

على جميع  خصائص التغيرات انعكستتغيرات والتحولات المختلفة التي طرأت على الأسرة، حيث بال

الأسرة الى هذه التحولات  وباستجابةوتركت بصماتها على مختلف الأنماط الحياتية،  الاجتماعيةأنساقه 

والثقافية، الى  والاجتماعية والاقتصاديةوفقا لمختلف التغيرات السياسية ، التي غيرت من شكلها ونمطها

 .جانب التطورات التكنولوجية المعاصرة التي لها دور في التوسيع من هوة المشكلات الأسرية وزيادة حدتها

 ؟هي المقاربة السوسيوقانونية لفهم المشكلات الأسرية في: ماوعليه يمكن طرح اشكاليتنا التي تتمثل 

 مخدرات؛ جرائم الأسرة؛ عنف أسري. ؛ سوسيولوجيا؛ةالأسر  :مفتاحيةكلمات 
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1. Introduction  
Families often face events that lead to crises and internal conflicts. These 

crises may stem from separation or the prolonged involuntary absence of one 

spouse due to circumstances such as widowhood or imprisonment. 

Additionally, the decline in family values can erode unity and threaten family 

continuity. Such breakdowns frequently result in severe consequences, 

including suicide and abandonment (Al-Kandari, 1992, p. 204). These 

challenges also carry psychological repercussions that influence future 

interactions between spouses and significantly affect children, who are vital 

yet highly vulnerable participants in family disputes. 

The impact on children varies depending on their age and gender and 

often manifests as violence within the household. This violence can extend into 

the broader community, leading to internal struggles such as shame and fear, 

as well as external consequences like criminal behaviors, including drug abuse, 

homicide, and other unlawful activities (Ghasmi, 2013, p. 77). 

Family issues and disputes not only contribute to the breakdown and 

destruction of families but also result in the erosion of rights and freedoms, 

particularly for children, who are the most vulnerable to these consequences. 

Children frequently become victims of abuse, with their rights—protected by 

national laws and international agreements—being violated. For instance, 

Article 3, Paragraph 3, of the Supplementary Protocol to the United Nations 

Convention criminalizes offenses against minors. It specifically defines child 

trafficking as "the recruitment, transportation, harboring, or receipt of a child 

for the purpose of exploitation," even in the absence of coercive means. A 

child, in this context, is defined as any person under the age of eighteen. 

Children remain a central focus of discussions and decision-making at 

both international and national levels due to their critical role as the largest and 

most important segment of society. Abuse against this group has devastating 

effects on the entire community, reducing human dignity to its lowest level 

rather than elevating it, as mandated by divine laws (Abdul Aziz Al-Murad, 

2010, p. 433). 

The connection between the social and legal dimensions of family issues 

is evident. This intersection highlights the shared components of family 

challenges that necessitate a dual approach: social studies to explore root 

causes and legal frameworks to establish protective and deterrent measures. A 

legal framework that prioritizes the protection of children, the group most 

affected by these issues, is essential to ensure their healthy development. 
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This leads us to the central question of this research paper: 

What is the nature of family issues from a socio-legal perspective, 

and how are they addressed? 

This research question will be explored by examining the following 

elements: 

 Defining Family Issues 

 Manifestation of Family Issues 

2. Defining Family Issues:  
The definition of a family issue or problem begins with understanding 

what a family is, how it is defined, and the changes it has undergone over time. 

These changes have played a crucial role in the emergence of various 

challenges. 

2.1. Family: 

The concept of family is defined differently depending on the 

perspective. Some approaches emphasize the family as a social system, while 

others describe it as a social unit or a subsystem within society (Saidi Bechich, 

2020, p. 16). 

Linguistically: 

In Arabic, the word "family" derives from the term meaning "bond," 

which implies restraint, and it also signifies "a fortified shield." The family 

refers to a man’s relatives or tribe, and more generally, it denotes a group 

bound by a shared matter (Darwash, 2012, p. 14). 

As a Term: 

Researchers in the social and psychological sciences differ in their 

definitions of the family. For example, George Murdock defines the family as 

"a social group whose members reside together, cooperate economically, and 

reproduce. It consists of a male and a female brought together by a physical 

relationship recognized by society, which is often explained as leading to the 

birth of children. The family, in this sense, performs an essential function in 

society by ensuring its continuity and growth" (Saidi Bechich, 2020, p. 20). 

Bogardus defines the family as "a social group usually consisting of a 

father, a mother, and one or more children, who exchange love and share 

responsibility towards the children, enabling them to guide and discipline them 

to become socially responsible individuals" (Al-Kandari, 1992, p. 23). 
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The Quran also emphasizes the importance of familial bonds: 

"And among His Signs is this, that He created for you mates from 

among yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquility with them, and He has put 

love and mercy between your (hearts): verily in that are Signs for those who 

reflect." (Surah Ar-Rum) Verse 21. 

Thus, the family is a group of individuals formed through a legitimate 

social relationship that unites a man and a woman within the framework of 

marriage, which serves as the foundation of the family. This union typically 

leads to the presence of children, who then become integral members of the 

family. 

Among the characteristics of the family, we list (Al-Kandari, 1992, p. 25): 

 The family is the primary institution responsible for the socialization 

of the child, imparting values, principles, and essential life skills. 

 It is the fundamental building block of society and the cornerstone of 

social stability, forming the basis of the social structure. 

 The family operates as a unit of mutual social interaction among its 

members, wherein roles and duties are performed to meet social, 

psychological, and economic needs. 

 The family is both influenced by and exerts influence on the social, 

cultural, and moral values of society, resulting in a shared culture 

among its members. 

From a legal perspective, if we look at the definition of the family under 

Algerian law, the Algerian Family Code defines the family in: 

 Article (02) as "the basic unit of society, consisting of persons 

connected by marriage and kinship." 

 Article (03) states that the family relies on solidarity, mutual assistance, 

good relations, proper upbringing, good morals, and the rejection of 

social ills (Bechka, 2018, p. 109). 

2.2. Family Issues:  

The rise in family issues is closely linked to significant political, 

economic, social, and cultural transformations that have reshaped family 

structures. These changes have affected all facets of family life, disrupting 

traditional roles and norms. The family’s ability to adapt to these changes—

whether driven by political upheavals, economic shifts, or rapid technological 

advancements—has often intensified internal conflicts and exacerbated 

challenges  (Saidi Bechich, 2020, p. 203) —whether due to political, economic, 

or social developments, or the profound impact of contemporary technological 

advancements—has, in many cases, exacerbated the challenges faced by 

families and intensified the severity of their internal conflicts. 
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Family issues and disputes are typically internal crises that hinder the 

family’s ability to perform its expected roles effectively. These crises may 

arise from unintended factors, such as mental health disorders or physical 

illnesses affecting one or more family members, leading to functional 

instability. 

Furthermore, moral breakdowns, such as marital infidelity, substance 

abuse, and other destructive behaviors, can undermine the structural and moral 

integrity of the family. Such issues often culminate in familial disintegration 

and loss of cohesion (Al-Kandari, 1992, p. 204). 

At the heart of these problems is a failure to fulfil the fundamental 

responsibilities assigned to family members, particularly parents. When 

spouses lack a clear understanding of their roles in the upbringing and moral 

development of their children—or when they engage in harmful parenting 

practices, such as neglect, emotional deprivation, or excessive harshness—

dysfunctional family dynamics inevitably arise. These issues, along with their 

implications and underlying causes, will be explored in greater depth in 

subsequent sections. 
 

3. Manifestation of Family Issues: 
Family issues represent a form of disruption and disorder arising from 

the absence of familial harmony, which is typically characterized by stable 

relationships, mutual understanding, love among family members, open 

communication, and the sharing of ideas (Al-Kandari, 1992, p. 183). These 

issues manifest in various ways. Internally, they lead to psychological strain, 

emotional reactions, and behavioral disturbances within the family. Externally, 

they extend beyond the household as internal conflicts may evolve into 

outward expressions, such as criminal activities. This necessitates the 

establishment of regulatory frameworks and legislative provisions to mitigate 

family problems, whose repercussions often extend far beyond the immediate 

family environment. 

3.1. Sociological Manifestations: 

From a sociological perspective, family issues can be classified into 

several categories, as outlined below (Turkia, 2015, pp. 55-57): 

3.1.1. Psychological Problems:  

Psychological issues often stem from varying behavioral states among 

spouses. These deviations can be attributed to biological, organic, or genetic 

factors. Examples include sexual disorders, psychological illnesses, and 

criminal tendencies, all of which are primary causes of family conflicts 

(Turkia, 2015, p. 68). 
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3.1.2. Cultural Problems:  

Intellectual and cultural conflict plays a significant role in creating 

family issues. Cultural differences between societies often result in divergent 

perspectives on problems and the methods employed to resolve them. Since 

values are integral to society, cultural norms dictate the standards for what is 

deemed right or wrong, good or bad. Consequently, misalignments in cultural 

values within or between families may contribute to familial discord. 

3.1.3. Economic Problems:  

Economic challenges are another significant source of family issues. 

These are characterized by low individual income levels, insufficient personal 

savings, and reluctance to invest in economic ventures. Such factors directly 

affect the family's stability and wellbeing. Moreover, the prevalence of a 

consumption-driven lifestyle over a production-oriented one increases 

unfulfilled needs. This deprivation exposes families to various risks, including 

financial instability and associated illnesses (Al-Kandari, 1992, p. 185). 

3.1.4. Social Problems:  

Social problems encompass a range of everyday issues that 

unequivocally impact family members. These include the lack of recreational 

spaces, inadequate social care, and other societal deficits that, if unaddressed, 

affect the structure and functions of the family unit. Such issues can lead to 

secondary problems, such as school dropout rates, the spread of illiteracy, 

domestic violence, and delinquent behavior. 

3.1.5. Modern Technology:  

Technological advancements have significantly reshaped societies, 

particularly in the realms of communication and information systems. The 

proliferation of digital communication technologies—facilitated by the 

internet—has introduced alternatives to traditional social institutions. Virtual 

communication through smartphones and social media platforms such as 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Viber has, however, also given rise to 

several negative consequences. Among these is internet addiction, a 

contemporary issue with profound effects on family dynamics (Turkia, 2015, 

p. 291). 

These internal family problems reflect broader social challenges that 

arise from disruptions in the societal fabric. They are often the product of 

societal conditions and transformations, which inevitably influence social 

structures and systems. Furthermore, personal, environmental, cultural, 

economic, and political factors intensify these family challenges. 
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3.2. Legal Manifestations:  

The legal dimension of family conflict pertains to its consequences, 

including domestic violence, divorce, drug addiction, theft, and even murder—

behaviors classified as family-related crimes. In Algeria, the legislature has 

enacted specific provisions within the Penal Code to address such offenses. 

Legal proceedings for these crimes are governed by special procedures that 

consider familial relationships among the involved parties. These provisions, 

intended to protect the family unit, may include aggravating or mitigating 

circumstances, as well as exemptions or restrictions on criminal prosecution, 

depending on the nature of the familial relationship (Bouhentala & Ben 

Abdelaziz, 2017, p. 348).  

The following points delve into these aspects in greater detail: 

3.2.1. Domestic Violence: 

Domestic violence encompasses a wide range of behaviors and victims, 

including violence by parents against children, children against parents, and 

violence between spouses—whether perpetrated by men against women or 

vice versa (Turkia, 2015, p. 284). It refers to any deliberate behavior that 

inflicts physical or psychological harm on a family member by another 

member of the same family. The World Health Organization (WHO) defines 

domestic violence in its 2002 report on violence and health as "a definition 

reflecting the Western concept of family, where the mere presence of an 

intimate relationship between the perpetrator and the victim—even if not 

legally recognized—is sufficient to categorize the act as domestic violence." 

The report provides examples such as physical assault (punching, slapping, 

kicking), psychological violence (insults, devaluation of the partner, inducing 

feelings of shame and low self-esteem), and sexual violence (rape or other 

harmful sexual practices) (Chenna, 2018, p. 29). The motivations behind 

domestic violence are diverse and often linked to the family issues previously 

discussed. These factors may include: (Turkia, 2015, p. 283): 

A. Personal Factors: Personal motivations for domestic violence often 

stem from the circumstances experienced by the perpetrator, either during their 

formative years or as a result of accumulated life experiences, particularly 

those encountered during early family life. 

B. Social Factors: Certain misconceptions rooted in societal customs 

and traditions can foster the prevalence of domestic violence. For instance, the 

belief that masculinity is defined by a man’s dominance within his 

household—where authority is exercised through violent means—is a deeply 

flawed notion that perpetuates such behavior. 

C. Economic Factors: Economic hardship, particularly poverty, is 

another significant factor contributing to the spread of domestic violence. The 
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inability of families to meet their material needs often creates tension, which 

can escalate into abusive behavior. 

Domestic violence manifests in various forms, with physical violence 

being the most visible. This type of abuse includes physical harm inflicted on 

victims, such as fractures, wounds, and other bodily injuries, all of which are 

punishable under the law. The second form, psychological (or emotional) 

violence, is less apparent but equally damaging. It undermines an individual’s 

sense of security, peace, and self-worth. Unlike physical violence, 

psychological abuse is harder to detect and measure, particularly regarding its 

medium- and long-term effects, as it primarily impacts feelings and emotions 

(Chenna, 2018, p. 36). 

Recognizing the severe consequences of domestic violence, Algerian 

lawmakers have prioritized addressing crimes related to family violence. Legal 

provisions have been enacted to safeguard the physical and psychological well-

being of family members. The Penal Code explicitly defines and categorizes 

various family-related offenses, as detailed below: (Algerian Penal Code ): 

3.2.2. Intrafamilial Homicide: 

Homicide represents a grave violation of the most fundamental right 

enshrined in constitutional and legal texts: the right to life. This right serves as 

the foundation for the exercise of all other rights; without it, no other rights can 

be claimed. 

Homicide, as defined by Algerian law in Article 254 of the Penal Code, 

is "the deliberate taking of a person's life." Family-related homicides 

encompass various offenses, including: The killing of ascendants: Addressed 

under Article 258 of the Penal Code. Neonaticide: The killing of a newborn 

child by its mother, as outlined in Article 259. As well as Spousal homicide: 

The law differentiates between cases involving adultery, where one spouse 

catches the other in the act of adultery (often referred to as "crimes of passion"), 

and cases where adultery is not a factor.  

Article 261 of the Penal Code stipulates severe penalties for such crimes, 

including the death sentence for acts of homicide, parricide (killing of 

ascendants), or poisoning. In cases where a mother, either as the primary 

perpetrator or an accomplice, kills her newborn child, the law mandates 

temporary imprisonment ranging from ten to twenty years (Bouhentala & Ben 

Abdelaziz, 2017, p. 350). 
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3.2.3. Assault, Battery, Violence, and Abuse within the Family: 

Crimes involving assault, battery, violence, and abuse within the family 

may occur either intentionally, with criminal intent, or unintentionally, as a 

result of negligence. In cases involving intent, the motivations behind the 

crime—however noble they may seem, such as disciplining a spouse or 

children—do not absolve the perpetrator of criminal liability. Conversely, 

unintentional crimes often arise from negligent behavior. The criminal 

outcome in such cases is typically clear: a violation of the victim's right to 

physical safety, with a direct causal link between the perpetrator's actions and 

the resulting harm. This causality is straightforward, stemming from the 

perpetrator’s behavior and the foreseeable consequences of their actions 

(Chenna, 2018, p. 98). 

Under the Algerian Penal Code, family-related acts of assault and abuse 

are categorized into the following offenses: 

 Assault by descendants on ascendants (Article 267). 

 Assault by ascendants on descendants (Article 269). 

 Abandonment and endangerment of children and vulnerable persons 

(Article 314). 

 Assault by one spouse on the other (Article 266). 

 Administering harmful substances without intent to cause death within 

the family (Article 276). 

The legislator has established harsher penalties for intentional acts of 

violence committed against one's legitimate parents or other ascendants. These 

penalties include imprisonment ranging from five to ten years. In cases where 

intentional battery or injury leads to death without intent to kill, the punishment 

increases to ten to twenty years of imprisonment, or life imprisonment in the 

most severe cases (Algerian Penal Code, Articles 264 to 275). Additionally, 

severe penalties are prescribed for crimes related to incitement to debauchery 

and prostitution, as specified in Article 343. These penalties include 

imprisonment ranging from five to ten years and fines between 20,000 DZD 

and 200,000 DZD (Algerian Penal Code, Article 337). 

3.2.4. Domestic Negligence:  

Neglect is a form of domestic violence characterized by intangible 

elements that make it difficult to define and monitor. It involves the 

abandonment of family responsibilities and obligations, resulting in various 

psychological, ethical, social, and economic repercussions (Al-Kandari, 1992, 

p. 220). This type of neglect, often manifested as the dereliction of marital and 

familial duties, is addressed under the following provisions of the Algerian 

Penal Code (Chenna, 2018, pp. 117-121): 
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 Abandonment of Family Residence: This offense occurs when one 

spouse leaves the family residence for a legally specified period, 

typically exceeding two months. Such abandonment is particularly 

harmful when children are involved, as it entails neglect of both 

emotional and material responsibilities. Emotional abandonment, for 

instance, includes deserting a pregnant spouse, which is explicitly 

criminalized under Article 330, Section 2 of the Penal Code. Material 

responsibilities encompass providing financial support for essentials 

such as food, clothing, medical care, and housing. Additionally, moral 

obligations—such as ensuring the child’s religious and ethical 

upbringing, education, and overall well-being—must be fulfilled 

(Chenna, 2018, p. 119). The penalty for abandoning the family home 

includes imprisonment ranging from six months to two years and a fine 

of 50,000 to 200,000 DZD (Algerian Penal Code, Article 330). 

 Spousal Abandonment: The deliberate abandonment of one’s spouse 

also constitutes family neglect, particularly in the context of a legally 

recognized marriage. The law imposes an obligation on the husband to 

uphold his duties toward his wife and prohibits evading these 

responsibilities for periods exceeding two months. Such neglect causes 

significant material and emotional harm to the wife, warranting legal 

penalties. Spousal desertion, classified as a misdemeanor, is punishable 

by imprisonment ranging from six months to two years and a fine of 

50,000 to 200,000 DZD (Algerian Penal Code, Article, p. 330). 

 Child Neglect: Child neglect arises from the failure to provide 

adequate care, supervision, and moral upbringing. This type of 

negligence often leads to deviant behaviors such as homelessness, 

begging, and truancy, stemming from the lack of parental oversight and 

involvement. The legal consequences for child neglect mirror those for 

abandoning the family home or spouse, with penalties including 

imprisonment for six months to two years and a fine ranging from 

50,000 to 200,000 DZD. 

3.2.5. Divorce: 
Divorce is a significant manifestation of family problems and disputes. 

It represents the breakdown of the familial and social unit and is often viewed 

as a key indicator of the erosion of familial values within society. While 

divorce can serve as an effective solution to irreconcilable marital situations, 

it simultaneously exacerbates familial tensions, particularly when children are 

involved, thereby intensifying the negative consequences of family 

disintegration. (Ghasmi, 2013, p. 83) 
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Divorce is permitted by most religious doctrines and secular legal 

systems as a means to dissolve a marriage when cohabitation is no longer 

viable. However, the presence of children magnifies the adverse effects of 

divorce, creating long-lasting repercussions for all parties involved, as outlined 

below (Ben Ali, 2017, pp. 341-346): 

Impact on Women: Women often bear significant psychological and 

social pressures following a divorce, particularly when children are involved. 

As primary caregivers, they frequently face societal stigma as divorcees and 

encounter emotional and financial hardships. Common post-divorce 

challenges include: limited access to their children, diminished prospects for 

remarriage, feelings of vulnerability and isolation and economic distress, 

especially for women lacking employment or financial support from family. 

Impact on Men: Although much of the discourse on divorce focuses on 

women, men are not immune to its negative effects. Divorced men may 

experience emotional and social challenges, including isolation and the loss of 

their roles as husbands and fathers. The abrupt change in family dynamics can 

significantly impact their psychological well-being as they adapt to new 

circumstances (Al-Kandari, 1992, p. 216). 

Impact on Children: Children are arguably the most adversely affected 

by divorce. The breakdown of the parental relationship disrupts their 

psychological and social development, often leading to feelings of insecurity 

and instability (Ben Ali, 2017, p. 342). The impact of divorce on children is 

multifaceted, as described below (Al-Kandari, 1992, p. 217): 

o Emotional Conflict: Children may experience intense 

emotional conflict, feeling torn between their parents and 

struggling with loyalty issues. 

o Psychological Distress: Divorce frequently results in 

psychological challenges, including anxiety, fear, and 

behavioral disorders. 

o Vulnerability to Exploitation and Deviance: The absence of 

parental oversight and emotional support makes children more 

susceptible to exploitation, mistreatment, and deviant behavior 

as they seek fulfillment in unhealthy ways. 

Recognizing the social implications of divorce, legal systems have 

implemented measures to mitigate its negative consequences. In Algeria, for 

example, divorce by mutual consent is permitted under Article 48 of the 

Algerian Family Code. Furthermore, Article 52 of the Family Code provides 

for compensation in cases where a husband unjustly divorces his wife. Despite 
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these legal protections, divorce often leads to immoral conduct, with some 

individuals resorting to criminal behaviors, including financial and moral 

offenses. 

3.2.6. Theft Among Spouses, Relatives, and Extended Family Members: 

Theft is defined as the unlawful taking of property without the consent 

of its owner or lawful possessor. The act of theft involves both a material 

element—possession—and a mental element—the lack of consent from the 

owner. According to Article 350 of the Penal Code, theft constitutes the 

unlawful appropriation of property that does not belong to the perpetrator. In 

cases of intra-family theft, it is essential that the perpetrator is fully aware that 

the stolen property belongs to a relative and that they intentionally deprived 

the owner of its use without consent. However, prosecution in such cases 

requires a formal complaint from the injured party. If the complainant 

withdraws their complaint, criminal proceedings are terminated (Algerian 

Penal Code, Article 369). This legal provision aims to preserve familial bonds, 

granting the victim discretion to decide whether pursuing legal action aligns 

with their interests or whether maintaining family privacy takes precedence 

(Bouhentala & Ben Abdelaziz, 2017, p. 354). 

Additionally, theft is often a deviant behavior exhibited by children 

suffering from familial issues, particularly those arising from divorce. 

Adolescents, in particular, may engage in theft either as an expression of their 

inability to resist the overwhelming desire to possess something or as an act of 

revenge aimed at depriving another of enjoyment or utility (Karaa, 2012, p. 

106). 

3.2.7. Substance Abuse and Drug Addiction: 

Substance abuse and drug addiction are manifestations of serious family 

issues and are often exacerbated by divorce and domestic violence. When the 

family becomes a source of stress and conflict, particularly for children, it can 

create a pathway for substance abuse to take root (Turkia, 2015, p. 104). Drug 

addiction is characterized by the repeated consumption of psychoactive 

substances to the extent that the individual develops a compulsive 

preoccupation with their use. Addicts often demonstrate an inability or refusal 

to cease or modify their drug consumption, and withdrawal symptoms 

frequently emerge when use is interrupted. The addict’s life becomes 

dominated by the need for the substance, to the exclusion of other activities. 

Key dimensions of drug addiction include (Tiaibia, 2016, p. 36): 

o Tolerance: An increasing need for the substance to achieve the desired 

effect. 

o Physiological Dependence: Physical symptoms of withdrawal that 

manifest when drug use ceases. 
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o Compulsive Behavior: A strong, often uncontrollable urge to obtain 

and consume the psychoactive substance by any means necessary. 

o Destructive Impact: Severe detrimental effects on both the individual 

and society. 

The causes of drug abuse and addiction are multifaceted, often rooted in 

psychological distress triggered by familial issues and domestic instability. 

Individuals may turn to drug use as a form of escape from their troubled 

realities, seeking psychological relief from the chaos of their family 

environment. In response to this phenomenon, comparative legal systems have 

enacted preventive measures within their legislative frameworks. For instance, 

Algerian legislation, under Article 01 of Law No. 04-18 concerning the 

prevention of drug abuse and psychotropic substances, emphasizes the 

importance of prevention and the suppression of illicit use and trafficking. The 

law views the drug user as a patient deserving of therapeutic interventions 

rather than punitive measures. Article 06 of Law No. 04-18 further incentivizes 

treatment to help individuals overcome addiction. 

Moreover, both investigative judges and juvenile court judges are 

authorized to mandate detoxification treatment for drug users, providing all 

necessary medical supervision and tailored care to address the individual's 

condition, as stipulated in Article 07 of the same law. The legal framework 

ensures that detoxification treatments can be carried out either in specialized 

institutions or in outpatient settings, with continuous medical oversight. Article 

10 of Law No. 04-18 mandates that judicial authorities be regularly informed 

of the progress and outcomes of the treatment process, ensuring accountability 

and effectiveness in combating addiction. 

4. Conclusion  
This paper aimed to explore a critical topic that demands greater 

attention and expanded research: family issues and the urgent need to develop 

effective solutions to address these pervasive challenges across societies. The 

family, ideally a source of comfort, security, and the foundation for nurturing 

creative and productive generations, is often disrupted by internal conflicts that 

undermine its ability to provide a stable and supportive environment essential 

for social and emotional well-being. 

The difficulties in achieving familial stability are further compounded by 

the profound transformations families have experienced due to various 

economic, political, social, and cultural shifts. These challenges are 

exacerbated by the rapid technological advancements of our time, which have 

widened the gap between family members and intensified family-related 

problems. While technology has brought numerous benefits, its negative 

repercussions on family dynamics cannot be overlooked. 
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Our analysis revealed a strong interconnection between the social and 

legal dimensions of family issues. This relationship is pivotal in addressing and 

mitigating family problems. A singular focus on either the social or the legal 

aspect is insufficient to resolve these complex challenges. Instead, an 

integrative approach that combines both perspectives is essential for effective 

analysis and intervention. 

Based on the findings of this study, we propose the following 

recommendations to address family problems from a socio-legal perspective: 

Fostering Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Establish communication 

and collaboration between social scientists and legal experts to develop 

comprehensive solutions to family problems. Such interdisciplinary efforts 

can significantly enhance the effectiveness of intervention strategies. 

Promoting Parental Responsibility and Awareness: Raise awareness 

among parents about their pivotal role in shaping their children’s 

development and well-being. Parents must recognize the far-reaching 

consequences of their actions and the critical responsibility they bear in 

fostering future generations. 

Enhancing Media Engagement and Public Awareness: Develop and 

disseminate media programs and public awareness campaigns across 

diverse platforms—print, audio, visual, and digital—to highlight family 

issues and their societal impacts. These initiatives should mobilize 

collective efforts to address these challenges at both individual and societal 

levels. 

Updating and Enforcing Legal Frameworks: Adapt legal 

frameworks to reflect the evolving nature of family issues. Laws should be 

regularly reviewed and updated to ensure they provide clear, effective 

protections and remedies for family-related problems. This ensures that 

legal measures remain aligned with the dynamic needs of families and 

society. 
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