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Abstract

The research explores the impact of the "Stories™" feature on Instagram in
influencer marketing among the younger generation. It tests the effectiveness of
storytelling content in driving audience engagement using a chain mediation model,
focusing on trust and connection mechanisms. Data was collected from 273 younger-
generation users on Instagram. The results showed both direct and indirect
relationships between storytelling content and audience participation, with trust and
connection playing crucial roles in building a strong relationship. The study suggests
that influencers should be more creative in crafting content to attract millennial
interest and enhances understanding of how Instagram stories can be used as an

effective indirect advertising tool.
Keywords: influential marketing; Stories; Instagram; Trust; association.
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