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Abstract:

This study aims to critically analyze a selection of speeches delivered by Abu
Ubaida the spokesperson for the Al-Qassam Brigades, to uncover the reasons behind
their widespread resonance with Arab audiences and elites, their influence on public
opinion, and the transformation of the political discourse of the Palestinian resistance
movement before and after the Al-Agsa Flood operation. The analysis adopts Teun A.
van Dijk's cognitive critical approach and Emad Abdel Latif's new rhetoric
framework. The study finds that the leaders of the discourse have relied on a linguistic
arsenal—both verbal and symbolic—to dominate the realm of psychological and
media warfare. This includes employing symbolic techniques with historical and
religious dimensions, as well as adopting eloquent linguistic strategies, such as
indirect performative speech acts. Additionally, they have utilized various strategies,
such as rhetorical surprise, as part of constructing a potent psychological-media
weapon capable of instilling fear in the opposing side.
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