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Abstract

This paper aims its analysis towards understanding the history of French
colonial legislation in Algeria, and it is related to the exceptional legal system applied
during the colonial era and the extent of its effects on Algerians, provided that our
study is focused on the Special Powers Law of 1956 AD in Algeria in terms of
features, dimensions and results, and within a methodological framework that relies
on The historical descriptive research method, the study concludes that the special
powers law was adopted by the successive governments of Paris as a legislative
framework to justify their crimes in Algeria during the liberation revolution in
particular, and the application of reform policies that are completely contrary to the
demands and aspirations of Algerians. The study also aims to demonstrate the
systematic use of various means and methods of repression and deterrence from The
French army accepted against the Algerians, contrary to what came in the ordinary

French law and against the international covenants for the protection of human rights.
Keywords: exceptional law; decree; total war; special powers.
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