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Abstract:

This paper examines the regional rivalry between Saudi Arabia and Iran
and its manifestation in Yemen as a proxy conflict. Employing a historical-analytical
approach, the study examines the evolution of bilateral relations, tracing key phases
of conflict and cooperation from the 1979 Iranian Revolution through Operation
Decisive Storm in 2015, and culminating in the Chinese-brokered rapprochement
agreement of March 2023.

The paper draws on realist and constructivist theoretical frameworks to
interpret the dynamics that have shaped Saudi-Iranian relations. It further investigates
Yemen's strategic significance for both states and the nature of their military, political,
and media-related involvement in the conflict.

The study concludes that the March 2023 agreement, while marking a
resumption of diplomatic relations, remains insufficient as a standalone framework
for sustainable reconciliation. Consequently, it remains premature to predict the
trajectory of Saudi-Iranian relations with confidence, given the agreement's limited
scope and the absence of substantive confidence-building measures beyond the
restoration of formal ties.
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