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The problem of freedom of opinion and expression on social media as an

excuse to spread hate speech and intolerance towards the other- The
relationship and the impact-
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Abstract:

This descriptive and analytical study examines the spread of hate speech and
intolerance on social media platforms, which function as alternative media spaces
offering nearly unlimited freedom of expression. However, the rapid accumulation
and circulation of diverse digital content have facilitated the dissemination of hostile
messages, posing a threat to social cohesion at both local and global levels. The paper
highlights the role of individuals and
organized groups who exploit these platforms to fuel ethnic or ideological divisions,
sometimes for manipulative or conflict-driven purposes. It also explores the
relationship between freedom of opinion and its potential misuse, analyzing how this

fundamental right can be instrumentalized as a justification for spreading hate speech
and intolerance online.
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