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Abstract

The recruitment of Algerians into the French army constituted one of the
fundamental pillars of French colonial policy in Algeria. This recruitment was not
merely a military measure aimed at strengthening the combat capabilities of the
French army; rather, it was a political and strategic tool intended to subjugate Algerian
society. This policy reached its peak during the War of Liberation (1954-1962).

This article aims to examine the development of the policy of recruiting
Algerians into the French army during the War of Liberation and to analyze the
various irregular formations that were created for this purpose. It begins by defining
these formations and then discusses their different categories, focusing on the context
that produced them, while attempting to clarify a long-standing confusion in historical
literature—namely, the tendency to label all of these individuals as “Harkis” without
distinguishing between them
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