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The Economic Role of the French Bastion Fort and Its Impact on

Political Relations with Algeria During the Ottoman Era in Light of
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Abstract

This study examines the economic relations between Algeria and France during
the Ottoman period, highlighting their close connection with political considerations.
France’s political objectives were strongly linked to its economic interests,
particularly after obtaining the privilege to exploit coral fishing along the El Kala
coast in 1535 and establishing the Bastion Fort. Through the conclusion of treaties
with political dimensions.

The study aims to analyze the nature of these links and explain how France
succeeded in maintaining its privileges for nearly three centuries, while outperforming
competitors such as Spain and England. The Bastion Fort became Algeria’s main
economic gateway. The research also reveals France’s concealed expansionist and
colonial ambitions, which began to emerge in 1814. Owing to internal political and
economic instability, the realization of these ambitions was postponed until 1830.

Keywords: Bastion Fort; Treaties; Relations; Document Collection 1641; French
Companies.
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