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Abstract

This article examines and analyzes the power of the Praetorian Guard during
the imperial period in Rome. The Guard was a military institution created to protect
the emperor. It emerged at a critical moment in Roman history, during the transition
to imperial rule, which prompted Emperor Augustus to establish a loyal force capable
of ensuring internal stability. In its early phase, the Praetorian Guard performed
limited duties, mainly accompanying the emperor and safeguarding him inside and
outside the palace. Over time, and with successive changes on the imperial throne, the
commanders of the Guard acquired growing political influence and considerable
financial privileges. Consequently, the Praetorian Guard evolved into a powerful force
within the imperial palace. Through the authority accumulated by its leaders, it

became an active participant in Roman political life, intervening directly in imperial
successions and political assassinations that significantly altered the course.

Keywords: The Roman Empire; The Praetorian guard; The Emperors; Political
Assassinations.
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