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Abstract:

This article examines the relationship between philosophy and literature,
considering both arguments that deny any connection and those that affirm a close
relationship, including their potential overlap. We present both perspectives: one view
holds that no meaningful relationship exists, arguing that linking the two fields would
diminish each discipline’s autonomy and credibility. The opposing view asserts that
philosophy and literature are deeply interconnected; this union does not compromise
either field’s integrity but instead produces literary works enriched with philosophical
wisdom and ideas, a genre sometimes called “philosophical literature.” Adopting this
latter perspective, we focus on Tunisian poet Abu al-Qasim al-Shabbi as a case study,
noting that no prior research specifically examines philosophical themes in his work.
Our analysis concentrates on themes of political philosophy and the philosophies of
life and death in his poetry.

Keywords: Abu al-Qasim al-Shabbi ; Interplay; the Relationship of Literature to
Philosophy; Philosophical Literature.
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