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The Initiatives of Public Reading Libraries in Algeria in Promoting Local
Cultural Identity: The Public Reading Library of Batna as a Model
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Abstract

Public libraries play a vital role in preserving cultural heritage, promoting
scientific development, and strengthening cultural identity. They reflect the history,
civilization, and traditions of a nation while contributing to the dissemination of its
cultural legacy. This study investigates the role of public library initiatives in
promoting local cultural identity, with a focus on the Public Reading Library of Batna,
Algeria, as a case study. The research examines the concept of public libraries, their
services, and their different types. A descriptive research methodology was adopted
as the most suitable approach for this field study, and a questionnaire was used as a
data collection tool. The findings reveal that the public library plays a significant role
in preserving and promoting the local history and culture of the region, as well as
highlighting its historical and touristic sites. This role is achieved through its rich
documentary collection covering local customs and traditions, in addition to the
organization of various scientific and cultural activities.
Keywords: public libraries; cultural heritage; local culture; cultural identity; field
study; Batna.
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