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Abstract:

The concept of illegal immigration has evolved and become intertwined with
concepts such as human trafficking, national security, and smuggling. Therefore, this
study aims to provide an overview of the phenomenon by drawing attention to the
main historical phases of its development, starting from forced immigration to
selective immigration, under the framework of regulated or organized migration, and
the emergence of illegal immigration as a modern term and concept, particularly in
light of the current circumstances, which represent a security threat and an
international challenge. This has become obvious, particularly after the political and
security events witnessed by the Arab region in 2011, which have intensified the
phenomenon despite strict security measures taken by most countries. In addition, the
International Organization for Migration has been actively promoting organized
humanitarian migration that serves the interests of all parties. This is considered part
of the efforts made to combat illegal immigration and reduce its risks and spread.
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