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Miracles and virtues of Tlemcen Righteous and Saints during the
Ottoman era through their Sufi production: Reading examples
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Abstract

Sufism plays a pivotal role in our intellectual heritage, recognized for its
complexity and influence within cultural and religious discourse. The study of Sufism
remains contentious, with scholars often divided between emphasizing its importance
and diminishing its impact, a dilemma influenced by its deep connection to human
desires and tendencies.

This ambivalence is compounded by personal biases, making objective
analysis challenging. Tlemcen, a key Algerian city, stands as a significant site for the
spread of Sufism during the medieval period, especially under Ottoman rule. The
city’s history is rich with prominent Sufi figures and scholars, known for their
miraculous deeds, who contributed to the cultural and religious fabric of Tlemcen.
Their legacy is reflected in both the city’s spiritual life and its broader influence on
the surrounding regions, marking Sufism as a crucial social phenomenon of the era.
Keywords: dignity; Sufi virtues; Tlemcen; Ottoman period; Ibn al-Saim.
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