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Abstract :

This research examines the Mausoleum of Blad Guitoun, also known as "El-
Habs," located in the city of Sidi Mustapha in Boumerdes Province. It is a prominent
funerary monument built for an anonymous Berber king. The study highlights the
similarities between this mausoleum and Numidian and Mauretanian tombs, such as
the Royal Mausoleum at Tipaza, the monument of Djeddar at Frenda, the monument
of Siga at Ain Temouchent, Ikoubou, and the mausoleum of Kherroub, among other
funerary monuments, despite the chronological variations between them. The research
also discusses the significance of its elevated location west of the Greater Kabylia
region and the dimensions of this choice. The study addresses questions concerning
the king's identity, the origin of the name, and the nature of its relationship with ancent
mausoleums. We adopted a historical and comparative approach to analyze
architectural and decorative details, concluding with key findings, most notably the
continuity of local symbols during Romanization, the overlap of local and foreign
architectural influences, and the distinctive characteristics that distinguish the
Mausoleum of Blad Guitoun from other funerary monuments. The research also opens
new horizons for understanding cultural transformations in the region during late
antiquity and establishes the importance of this monument in the history of funerary
architecture in North Africa during the ancient period.

Keywords: Burial chamber; symbols; decorations; tomb; mausoleum.
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