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The status of alterity in Islamic Sufism: the narrowness of the ego to the
spaciousness of the other. Jalaluddin Rumi is an example
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Abstract
Sufism is considered a universal human experience. Despite variations in its
practices and goals, it remains a gnostic behavioral path that connects the human self
to Allah along a vertical axis. Yet, humans do not live in isolation from others; they
live in a horizontal relationship with them. It is as though, through their relationships
with Allah and others, humans draw a triangle one in which the person occupies the
right angle. The human being, honored by being created by Allah's own hand, must
live up to this dignity by striving toward the "Perfect Human" and using others as a
means to reach this completeness.
While existentialist philosophy, as expressed by Jean-Paul Sartre, regards the
Other as “hell,” in the Sufi experience, the Other is the path to understanding the
human self and simultaneously the path to reaching Allah. For this reason, the Mevlevi
philosophy of Jalal al-Din (Rumi) serves as a roadmap for comprehending this human
being who carries within their being both the mystery of the individual and the

universal world.
Keywords: Sufism; Man; Other; Gnosticism; Otherness.
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