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Abstract

The importance of logical positivism as an influential movement in Western
philosophy did not prevent it from being subject to severe criticism, due to the
principles it adopted, which some considered extremist. Perhaps the most prominent
critics of this movement were the Oxford School philosophers, who particularly
opposed the central idea of logical positivism: its reliance on linguistic analysis based
on the binary of truth or falsity in our speech. The Oxford philosophers believed that
this analysis did not do justice to the richness of natural language. They therefore
developed a new theory, which they called "speech act theory," considering it a
response to the limited logical conception of language held by the positivists. This
theory aims to demonstrate that many of our utterances are not necessarily subject to
judgments of truth or falsity, but rather perform multiple functions in human
communication, such as promises, commands, and other speech acts that transcend
the aforementioned binary classification. What is linguistic analysis according to
logical positivism? And what is the essence of speech act theory according to the
Oxford philosophers?
Keywords: logical positivism; philosohers of Oxford; meaning analysis; true-fals
principle, speech act.
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