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The epistemological reading of heritage between Zaki Naguib Mahmoud
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Abstract

This research seeks to address epistemological practice and utilize its
conceptual apparatus in reading the Arab Islamic heritage, which has been the focus
of interest for many contemporary Arab thinkers who have approached heritage with
the aim of re-reading and attempting to renew it to align it with the conditions of the
era. Both the Egyptian thinker Zaki Naguib Mahmoud and the Moroccan thinker
Mohammed Abed Al-Jabri are prominent examples representing this trend; they
attempted to establish a renaissance intellectual project starting from re-reading and
renewing heritage to overcome the dilemmas of backwardness. The former's approach
was based on positivist methodology, while the latter's was on structuralist
methodology, employing epistemological concepts.

In our research, we adopted a comparative analytical approach, where we
analyzed the readings proposed by both Zaki Naguib Mahmoud and Al-Jabri
regarding heritage, pointing out the epistemological dimension of these readings,
leading to a comparison between the two interpretations. We reached a set of results,
the most important of which is the employment of epistemology in its critical form in
reading Arab heritage.

Keywords: Arab thought; renaissance; heritage; modernity; epistemological rupture.
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