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Abstract:

This research paper aims to address the issue of metaphor, which has been a
subject of paradox since its emergence to the present day. As the scope of knowledge
has expanded, so too has research on metaphor, with studies diversifying alongside
the variety of discourses. Each discourse produces a distinct perspective, differing
from those that preceded it. This study seeks to analyze and examine the relationship
between metaphor and a specific type of discourse—namely, the philosophical
discourse of Paul Ricoeur, a pioneer of contemporary philosophical and hermeneutic
thought. Ricoeur established foundational principles for metaphor in discourse in
general and philosophy in particular within his hermeneutic project.

Using an analytical approach, the paper attempts to address the central research
question: What is the status of metaphor in Ricoeurian philosophical discourse, and
how did he interpret it? Additionally, it explores the novel contributions Ricoeur made
to this linguistic, philosophical, and hermeneutic framework. Notably, his work
transcends the traditional view of metaphor as mere decoration or embellishment in
discourse, redefining it as a mode of understanding, argumentation, and
communication—an indispensable necessity.

Keywords: Discourse; Metaphor; Philosophy; Metaphorical discourse; Philosophical
discourse.
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