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Abstract:

This article examines the life of Omar
Chelouch as a representative figure of
Algeria’s popular resistance during the
massacres of May 8, 1945. Drawing on oral
testimonies and French colonial military
archives, the study highlights his role in the
Kherrata uprising and the repression that
followed. The findings show that Chelouch
embodied the ordinary Algerian resister,
motivated by patriotism rather than political
strategy, and that his tragic death turned him
into a symbol of sacrifice. The article argues
that such local experiences are key to
understanding the rise of national
consciousness and the shift toward armed

struggle before 1954.
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The Revolutionary Omar
Chelouche in the Context of
the Events of 8 May 1945: His
Role in the Kherrata Uprising
and His Martyrdom as
Reflected in Military
Correspondence and
Survivors’ Testimonies
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2 Rapport, Le commissaire central Tort, chef de la police d’état de Sétif.
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Maurice Villard — Yves Bassard : Les villages des hauts plateaux sétiens Les villages sont
présentés dans les circonscriptions des communes mixtes : L.’Ouest, Le Nord, L’Est, Le Sud.

Tome 2.
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5}Eugéne Vallet, Un drame algérien. La vérité sur les émeutes de mai 1945, Paris, Les Grandes
Editions Frangaises, 1948, p.90.
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" Rapport officiel de la Brigade Mobile de Bougie, n° 447, daté du 17 juin 1945, établi a Bougie,
(rapport spécial de police).

8 Rapport officiel de la Brigade Mobile de Bougie, n° 447, daté du 17 juin 1945, établi a Bougie,
(rapport spécial de police).

® Rapport sur les événements de Kerrata (9 mai 1945), 17 juin 1945, signé Cruz Raymond,
Archives Direction générale de la SOreté — Alger.

Olgde 3¥ol Luly aliiay 2013 cle 17 § (sl Pl e Lyl 33ls

s 1

Olgde 3ol Luly aliiey 2013 cle 17 § (rslis @l pe Lyl 8L

wiidaiy aages 32007 plox 17 pg Gioli eyl die po Ll B304 1
by Liigoe § 2007 glo 17 a5 Gisbis el s po cdoeas 8ol 1
il ages 3 2007 glsz 17 agy Gisbs rasill e o cilmas B3kt 10
i Bdges 32007 ploz 17 age Giolss ool s po il B3l ™0
Leuis V7

wcadny @iigas 32007 olsz 17 ass Giglss pesill e po il 3ol 19

19 Ahmed djati ; La révolte du mardi 8 mai 1945, p.1- 5.
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