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Abstract:

One of the thorny issues facing historians
of the (Algerian) national movement is that the
historical leadership of the independence
movement (Messali El-haj and his comrades in
arms), after having led the national movement to
its final phase, the phase of “direct action”, was
incapable of taking the final step; namely, taking
the decision to launch the armed struggle.

This study attempts to review the different
theses that have addressed this problematic
situation and the most significant explanations
given to it. It also seeks to approach it from an
interdisciplinary perspective, based on the
hypothesis that the leadership in question had
remained a prisoner of a specific historical
context that it could not overcome; hence the
consolidation of the methods that had made it
successful in the past had led to its failure during
this final stage.

Keywords: Independence
leadership,  Algerian  revolution,
decision-making.
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