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Abstract:

Following his arrival to power after the events of May
13, 1958, General Charles de Gaulle appointed Maurice
Challe as commander-in-chief of the French forces in
Algeria. He tasked him with developing a
comprehensive military plan to stifle the revolution,
destroy the units of the National Liberation Army
(NLA), and pacify all regions. General Challe's plan
consisted of carrying out major military operations
within all willayas, starting with closing the borders,
isolating the people from the revolution by carrying out
repressive actions through prisons and concentration
camps, and cutting off NLA’ supplies through the
electrified lines in what is known as “the policy of
encirclement”. These measures prompted the leadership
of the NLA to develop a counterstrategy to adapt and
confront these measures by changing the method of
confrontation and reducing the number of formations of
the National Liberation Army. This counterstrategy also
consisted of carrying out border-crossing operations
with the aim of breaching the closure imposed on the
borders, and penetrating French prisons and
concentration camps.
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