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Linguistic Discourse: Between Structure and Universality A
Comparative Reading of Mohamed Al-Auraghi and Thon Van Dijk
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Abstract :
This study explores the multifaceted concept of discourse through the lens of two
predominant theoretical frameworks. The first is Van Dijk's universal perspective, which
foregrounds the influence of social structures and power relations in shaping discourse. The
second is Mohamed Al-Uragi's relative perspective, which emphasizes the pivotal role of
cultural and social contexts in constructing meaning. The notions of discourse across
structural, pragmatic, and surface-oriented theories are grounded in the analysis of internal
textual structures, functional and contextual elements, and external phenomena,
respectively. The research aims to elucidate the nature of the relationship between text and
context, as well as to delineate the distinct functions of each theoretical approach in
advancing our understanding of discourse. Central to this investigation is the recognition of
the critical importance of contextual analysis for a comprehensive and nuanced interpretation
of textual phenomena.
The paper seeks to briefly address the following key points:
a. An introduction to the two distinct theoretical paradigms.
b. The establishment of the core concepts underpinning each framework.
c. An outline of the fundamental principles guiding both internal and external discourse
analysis.
Keywords:
Discourse Analysis, Universalist Approach, Relativist Approach, Text Analysis,
Linguistic Structures, Social Structures, Ideology
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