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The Foreign Lexicon in the Epistles of Ikhwan al-Safa and Khillan al-Wafa: A
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Abstract :

This research paper aims to uncover the phenomenon of foreign lexical items, which
refers to words and terms originating from non-Arabic languages that have entered Arabic
texts. This is achieved through a precise analysis of the foreign lexical items found in the
Epistles of Ikhwan al-Safa and Khillan al-Wafa, which date back to the fourth Islamic
century. The study adopts an origin-based and influential approach that enhances our
understanding of cultural and linguistic interaction within the Arab-Islamic heritage. It also
explores how the Arabization mechanism allowed for the incorporation and assimilation of
non-Arabic terms into the Arab linguistic fabric.

Keywords
Epistles of Ikhwan al-Safa, foreign lexical items, Arabized terms, linguistic borrowing.
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