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The Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic: A Case Study of the Semantic
Evolution of Selected Terms

T3l tsagu
(51 331) 02 51 331~ il dsw a1 g

Soumia.harnafi@univ-alger2.dz

2026/06/ 01. :Jgall s ‘ 2026/05/04 :Jluws¥ uss

sl

z5bed IS oo A padl 8l et Ao g 11 e § LATYI amy A0 3kl delys J) el e B
Aalisee A falayl Jies ylises

Lo iy 1 B5alll algid) e Tolaiel (a3l e Bolat¥l sia (e ol I c¥fgmtll als e el 300
oo caldnsl BLAIYT sy T Lasdy LeS . papmaiilly peeailly Jaill Jie JYuljslaill yallae pal 3y ae cpzall
ao Jelanll e Lyudy Lasks Augamy (i padl 2alll § A0l Aigye (uSas Lo gag ol yes AST oolas J s oo
Adleara¥l SBlaud! Calises

BaS od o Ly LaIYI ilas yslat 31393 § Lago Lazye day gyl A gl e (5 Jf il palis
gaadly Wi e e Aalisell oY leaiwd| pe WY a5

s Lial| ol i1

Gl 3o g 101 maa « J¥S yglatll pallae APV il poeall

Abstract :

This study aims to examine the semantic evolution of selected lexical items in the Doha
Historical Dictionary of the Arabic Language, based on carefully chosen examples that
represent different semantic domains.

The study focuses on tracing the changes that these lexical items have undergone over
time, relying on the textual evidence provided by the dictionary, while highlighting the
main mechanisms of semantic change, such as semantic shift, generalization, and
specialization. It is also observed that some lexical items have developed from concrete
meanings to more abstract ones, reflecting the flexibility of meaning in Arabic, as well as
the dynamism of its semantic structure and its capacity to interact with diverse contexts of
use.

The study concludes that the Doha Historical Dictionary constitutes an important
reference for documenting the evolution of lexical meanings and contributes to a deeper
understanding of how meaning changes across different usages over time.

Keywords:
Historical Dictionary; Semantic Change; Mechanisms of Semantic Change; Doha
Historical Dictionary of the Arabic Language.
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