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The phenomenon of Occidentalismand its cultural
dimensions in contemporary Arab thought
_ Hassan Hanafi as an example_
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Abstract:

The concept of “Occidentalism” has been interpreted in various ways by
contemporary Arab thinkers, depending on their different specializations and
orientations. and therefore this term has not been given a precise conceptual definition
that would enable scholars to place it in its epistemological field and thus benefit from
its theoretical and applied research in order to achieve cultural balance in the Arab
world in light of the concept of Western superiority and hegemony.

Hence, this study aims to examine the relationship between the term and its
associated conceptual guidelines, leading to a definition of its meaning and purpose
based on an understanding of the thinking of contemporary thinkers, who are divided
into two groups: One group calls it “the science of Westernization” and makes it a
science based on epistemological and methodological constants that enable it to
achieve its characteristics like other sciences in their foundations and objectives, thus
contrasting it with the science of foresight. The other group views Westernization in its
socio-linguistic dimension, i.e., the pursuit of the West, the inclination towards it, and
attachment to its culture and civilization.

This study focused on the works of Hassan Hanafi in considering Westernization
as a science that aims to understand the other (the West) within its framework and
historical development, so that Western culture is a subject of study and not just a
point of reference. From this perspective, it should be returned to its historical and
geographical boundaries in order to dispel the myth of a universal culture that has
made the West its center and contributed to the consolidation of this myth in Arab
thought through imitation, dependence, and fascination as determinants of the
relationship between Arabs and the West.

Keywords: Westernization, Orientalism, cultural dimensions, renewal of heritage.
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