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Abstract:

This studyaims to explore the elements of the horse tableau in bothImru’
al-Qais’sMu‘allaga and Zuhayr ibn AbiSulma’sLamiyya, in order to
examine the similarities and differencesbetweentheseelements and how
suchresemblance or divergence relates to the central issue of eachpoem as
reflected in itsothertableaux.Thestudyemploys a descriptive method to
identify the elements of the horse tableau in the twopoems, alongwith an
analyticalapproachinformed by modern literary criticism—particularly the
structural method, whichfocuses on the structure of the literarywork and
the relationshipsamongitsunits. The key findingsreveal a
cleardifferencebetween the elements of the horse tableau in the twopoems,
a differencestronglylinked to the main themeaddressed by eachpoem as
itappears in itsothertableaux.Theresearchdemonstratesthat the pre-
Islamicpoetsuccessfullyutilized the traditional structure of the gasida,
withitsrecurring tableaux, to express diverse concerns. This wasachieved
by carefullyselecting and artisticallyshapingspecificelementswithinthese
tableaux to serve the intendedpoetic message with high artistic finesse.

Kayswords :Horse tableau, Imru’ al-Qais’sMu‘allaqa, Zuhayr’sLamiyya
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