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Abstract:

This research explores one of the well-known poetic meters in Algerian folk poetry,
specifically in the Saharan Atlas region. It focuses on the Saharan meter, also currently
referred to as the decastish meter (4/-Ushari). This form of poetry is tied to Saharan singing,
known as ‘4l-Jarr’, which is performed melodically without musical accompaniment, and is
similar to the Muwal style in the Eastern Arab world. The study also attempts to define the
metrical patterns of this poetry using structures comparable to those in Classical Arabic,
drawing inspiration from what Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad did with classical Arabic prosody. The
research then analyses some derived meters from the Saharan meter and examines all possible
rhythmic segments in this particular folk poetic form. Additionally, it explores various
prosodic transformations such as ‘zihaf” (permissible alterations) and ‘/lah’ (mandatory
modifications) that may affect certain parts of the verses.
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