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Abstract:

Arabic grammar has evolved over the ages, as Arab scholars relied on fixed
rules to preserve the structure of the language. With the emergence of modern
linguistics and generative theory in the twentieth century, debate began about
the necessity of modifying these traditional views. Modern linguistics has
criticized traditional grammar for many reasons. The generative theory,
proposed by Chomsky, brought about a shift in understanding grammar by
focusing on the deeper levels of language. Arab scholars tried to integrate these
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modern theories with the grammatical heritage. This study aims to shed light on
the extent of similarity between ancient Arabic grammar and modern linguistic
curricula, by answering the following problem: What are the similarities
between ancient Arabic grammar and modern linguistic curricula? What are the
differences between them, especially with the transformative generative theory?

Keywords: Arabic linguistics, Arabic grammar, linguistic approaches,
generative theory, Arab heritage.
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