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Abstract:

This research analyzes the representations of the eligibility of the social actor in
the discourse of the political elite, and the researcher applied the study to the
Yemeni political elite, to reveal the perspectives of each party on the eligibility of
the other party. The research came in two axes, the first dealt with: the eligibility
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of the Houthis in the discourse of the elite of the Hadi government, and the second
dealt with: the eligibility of the Hadi government in the discourse of the Houthis.
The researcher relied on the model of "analyzing the cognitive perspective of the
originator of the discourse towards the actors”, and the categories of the analysis
were Six: subjective, ownership, affiliation, competence, knowledge, and moral
capacity. The research reached a set of results and conclusions, including: "The
eligibility of affiliation™ comes first with the Hadi government (46%), while the
"moral eligibility" comes first with the Houthis (52%). The "political elite” in
conflict discourse tends to strip the other side of all positive competence, and turn
it into an "actor" without competence. The discourse of the political elite gives
priority to a certain eligibility, and the dimensions it carries, due to its goals that it
seeks to achieve, and to what it sees as its strengths and weaknesses of its
opponents. (One side may predominate in the moral dimension in describing the
eligibility of the opponent, while the national dimension, or the aspect of
affiliation, etc., predominates in another).

Keywords: the image of the other, the conflict, the analysis of political discourse,
the eligibility of the social actor, argument, cognitive linguistics.
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