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Abstract:

The Rihla of the famous Moroccan Ibn BATTUTA describes his travels,
which led him through the whole Islamic world and beyond that to the South Seas
and China, in an elaborate and rousing way: different people and their
mannerisms, famous metropolises, the flora and fauna of distant territories and,
last but not least, his adventures on the road. All this made the Rihla , besides
itsbeing an entertaining and enthralling text, one of the main sources on the
relatively poorly documented Islamic World of the 14th century. It retained this
status until today.

The fact that over the years more and more forgeries and plagiarisms could be
proven to lbn BATTUTA has not principally altered the approach to regard this
text as an authentic travelogue as long as no opposite is definitively proven. This
article deals with the issue of what one needs to write a travelogue; this is, besides
writing skill and imaginativeness, information. It focuses on the question where
this information comes from or, to get to the heart of it, whether one needs to have
travelled. The subject of this study is one of the most significant parts of the
Rihla , Ibn BATTUTA’s description of the Delhi Sultanate. If he probably never
was in India, how could he have gained his vast amount of information about this
distant region? The answer to this question is, as | think, the Tarikh-i Firiz Shaht
of the Indian court scribe Diya’ al-Din Barani.

Key words: Ibn BATTUTA, Rihla, imaginativeness, Diya’ al-Din Barani, Tarikh-
i Firiiz Shahi, description, plagiarisms
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3_JANICSEK, 1929.

4. CONERMANN, 1993:13.

5-ELAD, 1987.

6 - MATTOCK, 1918. Conermann lists more of Ibn BATTUTA de facto and possible sources, see:
CONERMANN, 1993:12-24.

1993:12 (olajisS tylasl cAlezmll jalally Asglay ¥ 2adlsll sball oo auill GlayisS syms 1918 (lgils
24

" - ELGER, 2008. | would like to thank Ralf Elger, who made his still unpublished article
accessible to me.

ay 45 @ &) ddlae Jobie 3 dam gl «ad) cally SCaT of 591 .2008 . )
8 - The events he did not witness himself, Ibn BATTUTA claims, were told him by Kamal al-Dn
b.al-Burhan al-Ghaznawi, the kadi of Delhi, see: GIBB, 1971:657.

Dl cgds @al8 (sl plaadl o cpadl LS Le ol Ly cdbshay ol e LS cdudiy laagdy @ &las

A1971:657 lux
e slaliy 4yl Led (Gl abilass @ maly dbsley ool of J] la adl of oSar duz oIS (e Liglas
G Olaladl LT Ll ity o pole o0 532 ¥ Llo)ll oytime (si3all @alall (e dolanag widl alodlue
Oleadl e Tusll Ll oo Lealinad witlly wa ) ells sls 35 cuadl e plalidl ol ol daxs dalzll

79



oL 39 pd fyls 39 32 col/Abglay ol Ay § gl Hibalio o § i3 LS Bale
5 el slgal

- g=oL 3 o= g

O ool JLeS el oo dalina of dnailip oy Epd Las gd wigdl ol L (0 5583 Lo USo" 1l
(513 (e All) MMl oS Al dsiali Lo Lalanad clllf fia jLsi Glg Bladll a8 ggisall Glandl
9_CONERMANN, 1993:24

10 CONERMANN, 1993:3.
1. Die Aussagen in der" Rila "werden zum gréBten Teil von den zeitgend chassischen (und
spateren) persischen Quellen bestatigt.

Ol lail cgranll Aoy (3 il Aol abolally abglay (l o 4udd] dgl ) 8,LaY e (JUL Jos e 12
8 43 9l1 11943 (Spenll dlil Jind
13 . CONERMANN, 1993:34. For a short biography of the Indian scribe, see: HARDY, 1989.
1989 L snyla < lail ¢ gl qalidd Bige 213 Bpw e Jgvaxll 34 :1993 (olayisS
14 - While today the name of this sultan is also vocalized as Balban [see, for example: HARDY,
1965:268] lbn BATTUTA vocalized it as Balaban [see: GIBB, 1971:633]. | will follow him here.
Aogley ol dilas [1965: 268 «gayla UL Jutww e o ,asl] GLEE el Gl psdl ol i el laid Lty
Lia dagl Cigae [1971:633 Loz 1 asl] ol sl
5. BARANI, 1862:25, 127.
Loy Loy 3050 «gym cladl ls cloghey ol A, 1
GIBB, 1971:619-734.

17 For Ibn BATTUTA s history of Gengis Khan; see: GIBB, 1971:551-54.
18 _ Conermann lists the studies in detail, see: CONERMANN, 1993:14.

1993: 14 .0l yisS ©ylail o Jpsmins clalyadl s layisS 3y
19 Netton describes /bn BATTUTA s belief in miracles, see: NETTON, 1984.

20_ When citing the Rila, I use the translation by H.A.R. Gibb. The quotations of the Tarikh-i Firiz
Shaht are my own translation.
RONES|JFPESCIVIPE FID- TP F I JUPRC AT L'{ N P IRIVERS PESE PRES DN I TESN FRR P59 { JVETS
(2L) 1700 g cplallsls Abglay o) Ay 2!
GIBB, 1958:28-29. Here Ibn BATTUTA himself refers to the similarity of sheikh Abu ‘Abdallah
al-Murshid to a man named Sidi Muhammad al-Mawla, whom he met in India. Gibb does not
accept this, saying that none of the two sheikhs from India depicted in the Rila with the name
Muammad has any similarities with sheikh al-Murshidi, see: GIBB, 1958:32 Fn. 84. Indeed Ibn

BATTUTA does not name Sidi Mawla with a first name Muhammad when describing him in Delhi,
nonetheless Gibbs commentary is hard to comprehend.
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GIBB, 1971:626.
23 . BARANI, 1862:208.
4. GIBB, 1971:628-32.
25 - For example CONERMANN, 1993:25.

26 - The anecdote of sultan Shihab al-Dn of Ghazna and kutb al-Din Aybak making a fool of a

group of conspirators is entertaining but not handed down elsewhere, as Gibb says, see GIBB,
1971:629 Fn. 46. Mentioning the execution of the sultan’s son Mu ‘izz al-Din Ibn BATTUTA is
definitely wrong. This prince was not put to death but even became sultan later on, see: GIBB,
1971:630 Fn. 51.

& deol ¥ LS5 &l «apalill (o Aegazma gy a9 ol cuall oy Ge33adl caadl il olaludl 2,5
Ol e gllaladl o alae] J) abshay ol 85La) 1971 629. 46 Lum sl Lo iy LS 3T G

1971:630. 51« tazly iy Lawd Bllalas ol Jy o Jia) @] pa¥) i Aubols
27 One example of false dates quoted by Ibn BATTUTA is the year of the Muslim conquest of

Delhi, which he says to have seen in the mihrab of the great mosque of the city. Gibbs
explanation that Ibn BATTUTA was not able to see the correct date because of the height of the
prayer niche is a good example for the handling of false information in the Rila, see: GIBB,
1971:628 Fn. 42. He also discusses the problem of an early sultan’s name having probably
been handed down wrongly by Ibn BATTUTA, see: GIBB, 1971:629 Fn. 47.

4 Jsiy @ s baled (Yl ziall Biw (p dbslay opl L aqddod @) LI jyloall e dlia¥l asi
mmall mltll 35 oo Seny o Absley (ol Of dsdy Sz s e Al AT aeld) Glime § ladals
LS 42 628 11971 lus k) Ayl 3 aiblall closlall ae Jobaild i Jlis 1dag colymll glasy) cay

1971:629 Fn. 47 e o lasl Aboghay ool dlael e ollalue gl 3929 Jlais| 2Sdw S (380
% _GIBB, 1971:631 Fn. 57.

29 - he names of the early rulers of Delhi are all mentioned in the passage concerning India in the
encyclopedia of Rashid al-Din, which can also be considered to be a source of Ibn BATTUTA, see:
JAHN, 1980:47-49.
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1980: 47-49 ;L o ,lasl Absglay 0¥ Fas Ual

30_BARANI, 1862:26.
81 - GIBB, 1971:632.

(p2All) 308 Lo g cedall s cabghay ol Ay, 32
33_-BARANI, 1862:26.
% - BARANI, 1862:26.
% GIBB, 1971:633.
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87 - GIBB, 1971:630.
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