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Arab heritage through orientalist eyes:
A historical and descriptive approach to the efforts of
Margoliouth and Nallino
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Abstract:

The primary objective of this article is to elucidate the scholarly
endeavors of Western Orientalists in the study of Arab heritage .1t specifically
examines the works of D.S. Margoliouth and Carlo Alfonso Nallino ,which are
distinguished by their rigorous philological methodologies and systematic text
verification. However, these contributions were not immune to the influence of
Occidental ideological frameworks, which constrained their hermeneutical
engagement with the heritage and led to the reproduction of stereotypical
constructs regarding Islamic civilization.
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Despite their significant role in manuscript documentation, their
analytical paradigms remained tethered to biases rooted in Western cultural
hegemony. Consequently, this study underscores the imperative of
transcending classical Orientalist perspectives in favor of research
methodologies that prioritize the indigenous historical and cultural contexts of
the heritage, aiming to provide a more nuanced, balanced, and objective
scholarly reading.

Keywords :Orientalism, Arab Heritage, Margoliouth, Nalino.
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