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The System of Sentence Suspension: A Comparative Historical

and Legislative Study with its Application in the Algerian Code of
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Abstract:

The suspension of sentence enforcement is a modern legal mechanism within the
Algerian penal policy, codified under Law No. 25-14 (Articles 754 to 757 of the
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Code of Criminal Procedure). It constitutes a judicial prerogative to suspend the
enforcement of the principal penalty (imprisonment or financial) for a probationary
period, during which the convicted person is placed under supervision. If no final
conviction for a new offense is issued against them during this period, the penalty
Is extinguished with all its legal effects. Conversely, if a final conviction is issued,
the suspension is revoked, and the initial penalty is enforced.

The granting of this suspension is subject to substantive conditions (such as the
absence of a prior prison sentence for a felony or misdemeanor) and procedural
conditions (including the judge's obligation to issue an explicit warning to the
convicted person regarding the legal consequences of any subsequent conviction).
The suspension does not extend to court costs or civil compensation awards. The
system aims to strike a balance between deterrence and rehabilitation by offering a
"second chance" to facilitate the social reintegration of the offender.

Keywords: Suspension of Sentence Execution, Criminal Judiciary, Convicted
Person, Probationary Period, Criminal policy.
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