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Abstract: The duality of sanctions, consisting of suspension and dissolution,
constitutes one of the principal administrative oversight mechanisms exercised
by the central authority over local councils in Tunisia, notwithstanding the
autonomy formally granted to these councils under the Local Government Code.
While suspension is a provisional measure, dissolution represents a definitive
sanction applied in cases of serious breaches or obstruction of public service.
This dual mechanism underscores a structural paradox between the legally
established principle of autonomy and the persistent subordination of local
councils to central authority in practice. It thus reveals the limited effectiveness
of existing guarantees for safeguarding local democracy and calls for a
reassessment of the relationship between central and local authorities in line
with the imperatives of good governance.
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