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Abstract:

Legal drafting is a sensitive field where the linguistic dimension intersects with the legal
dimension, requiring the use of precise and clear language that ensures proper understanding and
accurate application. Pragmatic linguistics, with its analytical tools concerned with context,
intention, and speech acts, has contributed to uncovering shortcomings found in many legal
texts, foremost among them the provisions of the Algerian Family Law.

This article aims to highlight the role of pragmatic linguistics in improving the quality of
legal drafting by analyzing a number of legal provisions characterized by ambiguity,
implicitness, or weak pragmatic structure. Such shortcomings lead to multiple interpretations and
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divergent judicial outcomes. The study is based on the hypothesis that employing pragmatic
concepts can contribute to drafting legal texts that are clearer and more effective

Key words: Pragmatic linguistics — legal drafting —speech acts
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