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Abstract:

Many countries have adopted a new approach in their policies for combating
drug abuse and addiction crimes, focusing on treatment rather than criminal
prosecution. This shift is the result of several considerations, most notably that
drug addicts are patients who require treatment and support rather than
punishment. The benefits derived from treatment far outweigh those gained from
punishment, and there is also a desire to alleviate the burden on the justice system.

This approach has been adopted by the Algerian legislator and emphasized
in Law No. 23-05 concerning the prevention of drugs and psychotropic substances
and the suppression of their illegal use and trafficking. This will be further clarified
in this article.

Key words :Drugs and Psychoactive Substances, Addiction, Consumption,
Criminal Prosecution.
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