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Abstract

While Arab and Western studies commonly highlight the significant role of
Italian city-states such as Genoa and Venice in trade and conflicts between the
Islamic East and Christian West during the Middle Ages (ninth to eleventh
centuries), this research sheds light on the often-overlooked dominance of Amalfi
in Mediterranean trade. Despite the pivotal contributions of cities like Venice,
Genoa, Pisa, and Florence, Amalfi played a crucial role in fostering civilized
exchange between the peoples of the Mediterranean, particularly between
Europeans and Muslims. Surprisingly, Arab historians have not given due
recognition to Amalfi's influential role.

This study aims to uncover the civilized aspects of Amalfi's role in
commercial exchange during the Middle Ages. It explores various historical
moments when Amalfi acted as a mediator between Muslims arriving on the
Mediterranean coasts and islands and the Normans' control of Sicily and southern
Italy, including the period of the Crusades. Amalfi emerges as a key player in
facilitating trade between Muslims and the Byzantines.

Furthermore, the research delves into Amalfi's cultural relations within the
broader context of Mediterranean civilizations. The city's interactions and
connections with various cultures are examined, emphasizing its significant
cultural contributions to the rich tapestry of Mediterranean history.

Keywords: Amalfi, merchants, Muslims, relationships, Byzantine,
Mediterranean, Italy.
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