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Abstract:

This article examines the position of international non-governmental

organizations (INGOs) regarding the patenting of genetic resources, with a

focus on Friends of the Earth as a case study. It introduces the concept and
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characteristics of INGOs, then analyzes their role in combating biopiracy—
the exploitation of genetic resources and traditional knowledge by
multinational corporations without consent or benefit-sharing. The article
discusses INGOs' opposition to the TRIPS Agreement and their efforts to
reform the international intellectual property system in line with the
Convention on Biological Diversity and FAO treaties. It highlights Friends
of the Earth's campaigns in Europe and globally against GMOs and patents
on living organisms, and its contribution to promoting the precautionary
principle and environmental justice. The study concludes that INGOs have
become influential actors in international environmental policy, and
recommends empowering them in policy-making, strengthening their
monitoring of industrial activities, and supporting their initiatives to protect
biodiversity.

Keywords: International Non-Governmental Organizations (INGOSs);
Genetic Resources; Biological Patents; TRIPS Agreement; Biopiracy.
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