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The Representation of Arabs in American Cinema: A Study of Stereotypical Images
and Media Distortion Mechanisms
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Abstract:

This article examines the systematic distortion of Arab and Muslim representation in
American cinema, through a critical and in-depth reading of Lebanese-American scholar
Jack Shaheen's landmark work, "Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies a People”
(2001). Considered one of the most comprehensive academic studies in media
representation, the book documents over nine hundred Hollywood films and reveals
persistent, stereotypical portrayals of Arabs as villains, terrorists, and cultural inferiors.
The article explores the social, psychological, and political dimensions of this
phenomenon, analyzing how the world's most influential film industry has perpetuated
cultural bias through its narrative choices. It further highlights the methodological rigor of
Shaheen's documentary approach and its lasting impact on media studies, cultural studies,
and film criticism scholarship.
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