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The Impact of Social Media Sites on Enhancing National Values among the Youth of

the Republic of Mali: An Applied Study on a Sample of Malian Students in Saudi

Universities
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Abstract: This study explores the role of social media in promoting national values
among Malian youth living in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Using a descriptive-
analytical research design, data were collected through a structured questionnaire
administered to a sample of 100 Malian students studying at Saudi universities.The
findings suggest that social media plays a moderate role in reinforcing national values,
with an overall impact level of 48%. Facebook and WhatsApp emerged as the most
commonly used platforms among participants. In terms of value dimensions, social
media was found to be particularly effective in strengthening feelings of loyalty and
national belonging, followed by raising awareness of anti-corruption principles and the
protection of public resources, as well as increasing knowledge of national figures and
symbols.The results also reveal statistically significant relationships between patterns of
social media use and the reinforcement of national values, as well as between users’
motivations—both utilitarian and ritualistic—and the resulting social and value-based
outcomes. The study concludes by emphasizing the importance of strategically orienting
digital content toward the consolidation of national identity and the cultivation of values

such as tolerance and belonging among Malian youth living abroad.
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