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The Role of Media and Information Literacy in Safeguarding Media Students at

Palestinian Universities Against Misinformation on Social Media Platforms
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Abstract:

The study aims to assess the impact of media and information literacy (MIL) on
protecting media students in Palestinian universities from misleading news circulating
on social media platforms. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and using a
questionnaire, the research surveyed media students from six Palestinian
universities.Findings revealed a high level of media and information literacy among
students (M = 4.08), particularly in skills of analysis, evaluation, and distinguishing
credible digital sources. The study confirmed that MIL skills effectively protect students
from exposure to misleading content and enhance their ability to make informed
decisions regarding online information, contributing to notable cognitive satisfaction.

No statistically significant differences were found according to gender, academic year,
or university. Accordingly, the study emphasizes the urgent need to integrate MIL
concepts into higher education curricula to safeguard academic generations from digital
misinformation and foster critical awareness for responsible media engagement.
Keywords: Media and Information Literacy (MIL), Misleading News, Social Media
Networks.
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