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Platform Pilgrims: The Impact of the Attention Economy on the Visual
Documentation of Hajj and Umrah between Spiritual Devotion and Public Visibility
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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the visual representations of religious rituals in the digital
space by examining images of Hajj and Umrah shared on Instagram, in order to explore how
notions of sacredness and selfhood are manifested within the logic of the digital attention
economy. The study adopts a qualitative and quantitative content analysis of a sample of 200
images published during the Hajj and Umrah seasons of 2023-2024, in addition to conducting
semi-structured interviews with a group of pilgrims and active platform users, with the aim of
understanding posting motivations and the meanings of visual documentation of religious
experience in the contemporary networked context. The findings show that spatial images and
religious symbols constitute the largest proportion of the published content, reflecting users’
greater focus on the sacred space rather than on self-representation. Self-presence remains
relatively limited, although it is more evident among influencers who employ imagery as part of
an interactive visual religious performance. Analysis of the accompanying captions reveals the
dominance of supplications and Qur’anic verses as the primary linguistic frame, while interaction
patterns tend toward likes and symbolic engagement rather than dialogic exchange. The
interviews further reveal that motivations for posting range from spiritual, documentary,
aesthetic, to da‘wah-oriented purposes, and that participants perceive digital documentation as an
extension of devotional intention rather than a contradiction to it. The study concludes that the
digital space does not weaken the spiritual experience, but rather re-represents it visually through
digital mediation that reshapes religious consciousness

Keywords: : Attention economy; Visual documentation; Digital religion; Hajj and Umrah;
Platform logic.
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