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Abstract:

The importance of small and medium sized enterprises SMEs is
generally linked to the achievement of many economic and social
advantages, especially in combating unemployment and attracting labor
force. In addition, they create added-value in the economy and develop
the exportation. Moreover, in developed countries, SMEs efficiently
contribute in supporting national innovation system through adopting it
as a basic support that ensures their survival and maintains their
competitiveness through its outputs.

This research aims to highlight the importance of SMEs and their
contribution in innovation activities and their orientation in practicing
its different types. Therefore, it presents and analyzes a set of statistical
indicators about Italy and Germany as they are the largest economies in
Europe and the world.

Keywords: innovation, SMEs, Germany, Italy
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