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Representations of the Practical Value of the University Degree and Its
Relationship to Patterns of Lecture Absenteeism : A Field Study on
Students of Khemis Miliana University
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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the relationship between students'
representations of the practical value of the university degree and patterns
of their absenteeism from lectures, proceeding from the hypothesis that
weak confidence in the utility of the degree and students' pessimism
regarding employment opportunities contribute to the erosion of academic
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commitment. The study adopted a qualitative methodology using an
electronic questionnaire as a tool for data collection from a purposive
sample consisting of 70 male and female students from first-year students of
the joint social sciences stream at Khemis Miliana University; distributed
between 57 female students constituting 81% and 13 male students
constituting 19%. The field study was conducted during the period
extending from the end of January to the beginning of February 2026. The
results revealed that diminished professional expectations are positively
correlated with the frequency of lecture absenteeism, reflecting students'
growing conviction that the university degree no longer possesses the
desired market value; consequently resulting in a sense of alienation from
the academic institution. The study also revealed gender variations in
response patterns; female students demonstrated greater concern about the
labor market compared to their male counterparts. These findings
underscore the necessity of reconsidering educational and institutional
policies to address the widening gap between academic aspirations and
professional reality.

Keywords: practical value of the degree; student absenteeism; professional
expectations; university context; qualitative study.
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