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Abstract

This academic paper addresses the phenomenon of student
absenteeism from university lectures, reframing it not as a behavioral
failing or lack of motivation, but as a structural consequence of a profound
transformation in the concepts of learning and scientific research in the age
of digitalization and artificial intelligence. The paper advances a central
thesis: that learning has shifted from a linear, cumulative model rooted in

passive reception and physical attendance, to a networked, interactive
model based on knowledge organization, research navigation, and critical
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thinking. Similarly, scientific research has evolved from a closed, individual
endeavor to a collaborative, Al-supported process. The paper draws on key
theoretical frameworks including Connectivism (Siemens), the Zone of
Proximal Development (Vygotsky), and the Extended Mind theory (Clark &
Chalmers). The paper concludes that reforming the university must begin
not by enforcing attendance, but by redefining the very meaning of
learning, presence, and research. It proposes practical pedagogical
interventions: transforming lectures into dialogic problem-solving spaces,
integrating Al into learning under educational supervision, and shifting
assessment from measuring knowledge retention to measuring knowledge
management.

Keywords: Student absenteeism, pedagogical transformation, learning
in the Al era, digital scientific research, university lecture, open learning
spaces.
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