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The role of the intellectual in rooting the concepts of
modernity and freedom in contemporary Arab thought
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Abstract:

The social circle produces many vital concepts activating the
contents of the renaissance and civilized, intellectual and cultural
advancement. The most prominent of these rules is modernity,
which is a modern term that has existed within societies,
including Western countries, to continue extending its roots
within Arab countries. Modernity contributed to achieving
communication and exchanging cultural identities and various
peculiarities. Hence, the Arab intellectual played his political
role, interacting with modernity.

The term freedom preoccupied many Arab thinkers, as
Sheikh Muhammad Al-Taher Bin Ashour dealt with it, its origin,
and its types. The principle of freedom represents a pioneering
component in the social discourse of Allama Ibn Ashour, where
the meaning of freedom descends in a religious field related to
the individual based on the fact that religious belief is based on
individual freedoms to achieve divine justice and the fullest
retribution according to the law of good and evil. As punishment
and reward can only be granted by granting choice and freedom
of action, and from that, the religion of Islam is considered the
guarantor and supporter of freedom.
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