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Compensation for victims of armed conflict 

(theoretical and applied framework )
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 Summary  

A general principle of international law provides that any unlawful act or breach of an 

obligation under international law leads to an obligation of reparation. The goal of reparations is to 

eliminate as much as possible the consequences of illegal action and restore the situation that could 

have existed in the absence of such action. These general principles apply to violations of international 

humanitarian law, and that provision has been expressly established for a long time. This is without 

forgetting that the right to compensation and reparation is also grounded in human rights norms, which 

have developed the right of victims to compensation for the harm they have suffered. In dealing with 

violations of international humanitarian law and human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories, 

the International Court of Justice spoke on the occasion of its discussion of the legal consequences of 

the construction of a wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory , 2004-07-09ل ,  on Israel's obligation to 

provide compensation To all natural persons (i.e. individuals) and moral, as a result of the harm 

suffered. The International Court of Justice returned to the issue of international responsibility for 

violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law, and the compensation it requires, in 

one of its most recent judgements, namely, "the case of armed operations over the territory of the 

Congo" (Congo v. Uganda), December 19, 2005. 
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