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Prospects and Challenges of the Tourism Industry in the Arab World - A Comparative Study
between the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, and Algeria
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Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the reality of the tourism industry in some countries of the
Arab world, and to identify the challenges facing Arab countries that affect their
competitiveness regionally and/or internationally. To achieve the objectives of the study, the
descriptive approach was used to describe the theoretical aspect related to tourism components
in some Arab countries that represent diversity in tourism such as the Emirates, Saudi Arabia,
Tunisia and Algeria, and the comparative analytical approach to analyze and compare
quantitative data related to the tourism performance of these countries. The results of the study
concluded that tourism in the Arab world is witnessing a qualitative leap in the countries of the
Asian continent. Saudi Arabia has developed its tourism sector to reduce its dependence on oil,
especially religious and recreational tourism. The UAE has also witnessed tremendous
development over the past decades thanks to its advanced infrastructure and large investments
spent in the field of tourism. While North African countries such as Algeria and Tunisia
continue to face major challenges in the field of tourism, as they need to increase investment
and spending to improve their tourism infrastructure, and intensify their marketing campaigns
to promote the most important tourism components they possess.
Keywords: Tourism, tourist, tourism industry, tourism components, Arab world.
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