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This article offers a comprehensive overview of the fundamental concepts
related to “fake news” and the epistemological and media-related contexts that
transform these concepts into variables and data within the field of communication
and media. It explores the mechanisms through which various platforms and tools
are used to disseminate news content. In this regard, the phenomenon of “fake
news’”’ requires careful examination of its definition, dimensions, and manifestations
within a rapidly evolving digital media environment—an environment marked by
accelerated publishing and broadcasting processes, and in which public polarization
through news becomes a central element shaping the contemporary media and
communication landscape. The article further delves into how modern technologies
facilitate the spread of fake news through media and communication platforms,
particularly by leveraging interactivity, audience polarization, and influence. These
effects are often amplified by the use of bots and algorithms on social media, which
play a significant role in the propagation of such content. Fake news exerts
measurable effects on audiences, as evidenced by quantitative studies. One of the
major implications of this phenomenon is media disinformation and its influence on
public opinion—outcomes that underscore the necessity of developing mechanisms
for ethical and legal regulation, as well as emphasizing the responsibility of media
institutions in addressing this growing challenge.
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