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Abstract

This article explores the reformist vision of the Almohad Caliph Idris al-Ma'mun
and its impact on the Islamic Maghreb. Building on Ibn Khaldun’s theory that
political authority emerges from either prophecy or a just religious call, the study
examines how the Almohad movement—founded by Mahdi Ibn Tumart—
established one of the most unified and independent Islamic states in the
Maghreb. The caliphate lasted for over 120 years, distinguishing itself from
eastern Sunni authority. Idris al-Ma'mun, ruling from 1228 to 1232 CE, marked a
critical shift by distancing the state from the original Mahdist doctrine. He
abolished references to Ibn Tumart's divine status and introduced administrative
and ideological reforms that challenged the religious legitimacy of his
predecessors. These reforms accelerated the decline of Almohad authority and
reshaped the region's political map. The study highlights how the fall of the
Almohads led to the fragmentation of the Maghreb into three new powers: the
Hafsids in Ifrigiya, the Zayyanids in central Maghreb, and the Marinids in the
west. The research draws on historical sources to analyze the interplay between
religious ideology, tribal dynamics, and state formation.

Keywords: Almohads; Idris al-Ma'mun; Mahdism; lIbn Tumart; Islamic Maghreb;
Political Reform
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