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Abstract

This paper aims at shedding light on the toponymy and on some odonymies in the city of
Oran. Since toponymy studies and analyzes the names of the places and focuses on the
developments that took place during the various phases, we shall track the presence of the
ancient places of Oran in the novel “al Mawt fi Wahran” (Death in Oran) of Habib al Saih and
focus on the toponymy inside the plot.

The novel under questions takes Oran as the scene of its events. In this regard, all the
places mentioned in the plot are real existing. Thanks to his linguistic faculty and high sense of
creativity, the writer managed to track all the changes in an imaginary manner without harming
the narrative realm. Besides, he shed light on the real image of the places of Oran because of
what he experienced during the Black Decade, where many Algerian cities and places fell into
decays and all the aspects of life disappeared, as the novel shows. Based on this, findings show
that:

The aim behind this study is tracking the city of Oran as a wide space with various
connotations and various places whose names carry different meanings and historical
dimensions that are investigated by the toponymic research to discover and understand the
Orani society and the phases it went through. Therefore, the writer used these places to knit his
plot using an imaginary style that makes the reader wander in the streets of Oran and see its
scenes to recall its past.

Keywords: the contemporary Algerian novel; Oran; odonymy; toponymy; al Habib al Saih.
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Tableau 1 : rues et boulevards

Al g ailudl sl cLow]

Anciennes dénominations

Mouvelles dénominations

Boulevard Front de mer
Rue Alsace Lorraine
Rue d'Arsew

Rue de Mostaganem
Rue Cavaignac

Rue Sébastopol
Boulevard Lescure

Rue Austerlitz

Rue Bon accueil

Jardin de L'étang

Rue Magenta

Rue Cavaignac
Boulevard Saint Charles
Rue Saint Pierre
Delmonte

Les Planteurs

Les Palmiers

Saint Hubert

Boulanger

Boulevard de I'A.L.N
Rue Mohamed Kheémisti
Rue Larbi Ben Mhidi
Rue de Mostaganem
Rue Cheriat Ali Cherif
Rue docteur Benzerdjab
Boulevard Ziroud Youcef
Rue Dahou Kada

Rue Macta

Jardin Ibn Badis
Abderrahmane Mira
Bordj Abou El Hassan
Bld. Ramdane Djamel
Rue Quled Moussa...

El khaldia

Essanaoubar

Rue Ennakhil

Rue Essalem

Dussama
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